Linda Watson, Internationally Renowned Soprano by Watson, Linda
Chapman University
Chapman University Digital Commons
Printed Performance Programs (PDF Format) Music Performances
10-2-2009
Linda Watson, Internationally Renowned Soprano
Linda Watson
Chapman University
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/music_programs
This Guest Recital is brought to you for free and open access by the Music Performances at Chapman University Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Printed Performance Programs (PDF Format) by an authorized administrator of Chapman University Digital Commons. For
more information, please contact laughtin@chapman.edu.
Recommended Citation
Watson, Linda, "Linda Watson, Internationally Renowned Soprano" (2009). Printed Performance Programs (PDF Format). Paper 1381.
http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/music_programs/1381
Theatre du Chatelet in Paris in the 2005/06 season conducted by Christoph 
Eschenbach and directed by Robert Wilson). In 2006 she appeared as Brunnhilde in 
Tankred Dorst's new Ring staging in Bayreuth under the baton of Christian 
Thielemann. Current and future projects include among others Ortrud at La Scala, 
Brlinnhilde in Die Walkure in Washington in 2007, the Ring revival in Bayreuth 
2007, Tannhauser in Tokyo, Tristan und Isolde at the Bavarian State Opera and at 
the Los Angeles Opera, and the Dyer's Wife in Die Frau ohne Schatten at the 
Deutsche Oper am Rhein. This past summer Ms. Watson returned to the Bayreuth 
Festival for her eleventh season, performing Brlinnhilde. She is currently 
performing the role ofBrunnhilde in the new Ring cycle for Los Angeles Opera. 
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Soprano Linda Watson has gained international recognition as one of the most 
important Wagnerian artists to emerge in recent seasons. Her debut at the Bayreuth 
Festival in 1998 as Kundry in Parsifal under Giuseppe Sinopoli was followed by 
prestigious invitations for important debuts throughout the world. She has since 
appeared as Kundry, Isolde, Ortrud in Lohengrin, both Venus and Elisabeth in 
Tannhauser and Briinnhilde in the Ring cycle on stages all over the world. She 
interpreted Isolde at the Bavarian State Opera in Munich and also with the company 
in Japan, on both occasions under the baton of Music Director Zubin Mehta, who 
also conducted her Isolde at the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino. Ms. Watson has 
appeared as Isolde in Prague, Bern, Florence and Dlisseldorf. She made her debut 
with the Munich Philharmonic in 2000 singing Act 3 of Siegfried with Ben 
Heppner in concerts conducted by James Levine. She has collaborated with many 
of the leading conductors of our day including, aside from those already mentioned, 
Valery Gergiev, Christian Thielemann, Antonio Pappano and Kent Nagano. 
Born in San Francisco, Linda Watson completed her initial studies at the New 
England Conservatory of Boston, after which she received numerous scholarships, 
including a Fulbright, which allowed her to continue her studies at the Vienna 
Conservatory. She started her operatic career in Aachen, after which she joined the 
Leipzig Opera in 1995. Like many of the famous Wagnerian sopranos of the past, 
she began her career as a mezzo-soprano and was heard in Leipzig in roles, which 
included Venus in Tannhauser and Brangane in Tristan und Isolde. She debuted at 
the Vienna State Opera as Venus in 1997. 
She sang her first soprano role, Sieglinde in Die Walkiire, in a new production 
mounted by the Essen Opera. She subsequently joined the ensemble of the 
Deutsche Oper am Rhein as leading dramatic soprano, adding Kundry, Isolde, 
Leonore in Beethoven's Fidelio, and the title role in Strauss's Ariadne auf Naxos to 
her repertoire. She has also appeared on numerous occasions as the Marschallin in 
Strauss's Der Rosenkavalier, and in this role made her first appearances in 
Amsterdam under Edo de Waart and in Prague under Jiri Kout. 
In the 1999/2000 season, she added three new roles to her repertoire. She sang her 
first Ortrud in Lohengrin at the Deutsche Oper am Rhein in 1999 and appeared in 
this role at the Bayreuth Festival in 2000 and 2001. The artist sang her first 
Siegfried Briinnhilde in a new staging by the Bonn Opera. She performed Elisabeth 
in Tannhauser for the first time in Toulouse in 2000. She made her Italian and 
Spanish stage debuts as Isolde in Florence and as Kundry in Madrid in 2001. She 
later repeated this role under Christian Thielemann at the Deutsche Oper Berlin. 
She made her debut in Bayreuth as Kundry under Giuseppe Sinopoli in 1998, 
followed by Ortrud there in 2000, 2001 and 2002. 
Recent engagements include Kundry in Parsifal in Los Angeles, the Ring at the 
